
Why learn about brownfields? 
Developers tend to use bigger sites to avoid the 

time and cost of assembling smaller pieces of land 

and assessing possible contamination from their 

former land uses. Assembling smaller sites into 

larger, competitive ones in the marketplace  is very 

important to support and strengthen existing 

communities. Education about brownfields will 

ensure that community, city staff and other 

stakeholders know about the possible resources of 

environmental concerns and are trained to make 

informed decisions about re-use of a  brownfield 

site. Community residents can help assess possible 

contamination on an abandoned, under-used site 

by identifying historic uses of a property.  

What are Brownfields? 

Brownfields as defined by the USEPA are real property, the 

expansion, redevelopment or reuse of which may be complicated by 

the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, 

pollutant or contaminant.  

Benef i ts  to  Blue I s land:  
Existing and formal industrial businesses near train stations 

 can be investigated and turned into mixed-use developments 
 where people can live, work, shop and play. 

Opportunity for developers/end users to avail the     
 available financial incentives like TIF,  Tax incentives,    
 favorable loans, etc. 

Re-use of existing infrastructure/ buildings on Western Ave/ 
 Main Street to develop a vibrant downtown. 

Economic benefits to the community by supporting 
 commercial/ industrial jobs and increasing tax base. 

Opportunity for preserving and building upon the unique 
 historic character of  Blue Island. 

Increased community awareness and involvement in decision 
making in the future of Blue Island. 

Reduced threat to human health and the environment. 

Promote a healthy, active community. 

Approximately 1/3rd of brownfields assessed under the EPA’s Pilot 

program are found to have no significant contamination or low 

enough levels that no cleanup is required. The City hopes the same 

for Blue Islandbrownfields so that purchasers and developers quickly 

return them to a good use.  

Brownfields Initiative is developed out of the Blue 

Island Economic Development Plan. The initiative 

allows to update the city’s inventory and prioritize 

underutilized sites available for redevelopment in 

the areas near train stations, Main Street and 

adjoining its rail assets. The City is well aware of the 

presence of brownfields within its community 

which could be excellent potential commercial/

industrial business locations and is working with 

state and federal agencies to create value to its 

blighted real estate.  

In i t iat ive Accomplishments:  
 

2007 USEPA Assessment Grant- 

Awardeded $200,000 grant to assess known and suspected  

hazardous sites.  

BAT Nuts and Bolts Training Workshop.  

Blue Island Brownfields Technical Report and Recommendations 
prepared   by the Delta Redevelopment Institute. 

Phase I assessments completed for 25 priority sites out of 
which 2 sites with potential for immediate redevelopment 
would be picked for Phase II.  

Awarded two USEPA Brownfields Assessment Grants totaling 
$400,000 for assessment of sites containing any hazardous and 
petroleum products. 

Phase I ESAs scheduled to begin in Spring 2009. 

Establishing Community Health Monitoring Program 
beginning March 2009. 

 

With the help of local and state brownfield programs, a former manufacturing 
facility on 6-acre that became an eyesore in the Indianapolis Martindale-
Brightwood neighborhood was redeveloped into Major Tool and Machine. 

Successful  Brownfield  Projects   

(before and af ter  pictures):  

C 

I 

T 

Y 

 

O 

F   

 

B 

L 

U 

E   

 

I 

S 

L

A

N

D 

B 

R 

O 

W 

N 

F 

I 

E 

L 

D 

S 

 

I 

N 

I 

T 

I 

A 

T 

I 

V 

E 

To get more information, contact: 

Community Development Department 
13051 S. Greenwood Avenue 
Blue Island, IL 60406 
Phone: 708-396-7036  Fax: 708-597-1221  
Email: brownfields@cityofblueisland.org 
 

To learn more about the initiative, visit 
http://www.blueisland.org/brownfields-redevelopment/ 
http://biplanning.wordpress .com/  
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/ 

In Blue Island, a former automobile showroom that contained several 
underground storage tanks (USTs) was redeveloped into Aldi grocery store on 
the southeast corner of 122nd Street and Western Avenue. 

2008 USEPA Assessment Grant- 



 


