
 
BROWNFIELDS PUBLIC WORKSHOP SUMMARY 

JUNE 5, 2008 

 

 

On Thursday June 5, 2008, held in the Blue Island Library, the City of Blue Island and Delta 

Redevelopment Institute hosted a follow-up workshop from the Nuts and Bolts Training in 

March. This past workshop allowed for the BAT and others to apply the goals and criteria for 

picking developed by Delta to select 25 priority sites to test as part of the USEPA Brownfields 

Assessment grant project. 

 

This report summarizes the workshop material and next steps in Blue Island’s Brownfields 

Assessment project implementation process. 

 

WORKSHOP OVERVIEW 

 

Format 

 

Sites in the Main Street/Western Avenue, Olde Western/James Street, and South Station areas 

were highlighted in a Google Earth map and were displayed via projector at the library, while 

CNT helped the City by printing 36”x 48” maps of the highlighted sites. Christine Slattery of the 

Delta Redevelopment Institute led the workshop discussion of the sites. 

 

Attendees received an agenda, the goals and criteria list created by Delta, and a hard copy of the 

previous workshop summary and PowerPoint slides. 

 

Workshop Objectives 
 

� To finalize up to 25 priority sites that will undergo Phase I ESAs with the help of Blue 

Island residents and BAT members. 

 

Presented by Delta Redevelopment Institute  

 

Delta Redevelopment Institute, a non-profit organization formed in 1998, specializes in 

brownfields redevelopment to revitalize Chicago-area blighted communities. They improve 

environmental quality and promote community and economic development in the Great Lakes 

region. Delta’s extensive experience includes:  

 

� Facilitation of community participation and brownfields site prioritization process with 

the South Suburban Mayors & Managers Association for eight communities (Chicago 

Heights, Lansing, Posen, Riverdale and South Chicago Heights in 2001; and for 

Burnham, Markham and Robbins in 2004).  

� Partnership with the Michigan City (Indiana) Economic Development Corporation to 

clean and redevelop a former foundry site in northern Indiana.  

� Redevelopment plans for several hundred acres of brownfields in disadvantaged 

communities including Gary, Indiana, and Riverdale, Illinois.  



 
WORKSHOP CONTENT 

Workshop Agenda 

� Group review of sites with Delta 

� Individual scoring of sites 

 

After a lengthy selection process, the City narrowed 692 TOD (Transit-Oriented Development) 

sites down to 65. As previously mentioned, the sites were labeled on a Google Earth map that 

was projected on to a large screen in front of the audience. Sites were easily reachable through 

this medium and also allowed a zoom feature to pinpoint sites individuals were unsure of or 

needed better comprehension of the site. Two printed maps with the selected sites highlighted, 

one North of 127
th

 Street and one South of 127
th

 Street, along with a smaller map of the 139
th

 

Street site, were displayed on foam boards on a side table at the workshop. 

 

Jodi Prout from the City of Blue Island introduced the workshop and gave a quick reminder 

about the USEPA grant and a brief overview of what the attendees could expect from the 

workshop and how important their input is to the selection process.  

 

Chris Slattery of the Delta Redevelopment Institute followed and acted as the moderator for the 

rest of the workshop. She briefly explained what occurred in the previous two months to those 

who missed the last workshop. She explained how the site selection was reduced from 692 sites 

to 65 sites based on ownership status, land use, availability, and environmental risks, among 

others. 

 

When going through sites, Chris had the attendees talk about the sites based on their own 

knowledge of Blue Island while referring to the site selection goals and criteria developed by 

Delta and asked which applied to each site. For each criterion the site met, a colored dot was 

placed on the site that would help further narrow down the sites in the future. The colors 

assigned were: 

 

Red – Sites not consistent with the Blue Island Plan 

Green – Sites with potential environmental concerns or health and safety risks 

Blue – Sites with economic or community benefit potential 

Yellow – Sites with quick turn around time for development 

Dark Blue – Sites that will act as a catalyst to spur other development 

 

Previous to the workshop, Delta and the City met to place Red and Green dots on the printed 

maps in order for the meeting to stay within its allotted time. 

 

Most attendees were active in the hour and a half discussion. Once the Delta criterion was 

applied to the sites, attendees were given the opportunity to place high priority dots and moderate 

priority dots (green with a black dot and yellow with a black dot, respectively) on the sites they 

had recently discussed and felt needed more precedence over other sites. They were asked to 

write down reasons for choosing their own sites. 

 

Once the attendees completed their own site selection, the workshop came to an end. 



 
CONCLUSIONS & NEXT STEPS 

 

The Brownfields Public Workshop allowed the BAT members to fill their duties and participate 

in the Brownfield process while residents and local employees could voice their thoughts and 

opinions as well. 

 

Next Steps 

Updated Schedule (subject to change) 

Date Activity Responsible 

Late June 2008 Final Phase I property list given to City Council Consultant 

June-July 2008 Complete and Submit 25 Site Eligibility Determination 

Request to USEPA. Wait for approval 

Consultant & Staff 

July-Sept 2008 Perform 25 Phase I ESAs Consultant 

September 2008 Market Study to determine sites with highest redevelopment 

potential 

Consultant 

 

October 2008 

(Estimated) 

Fall 2008. Choose 2 sites to receive Phase II 

ESAs 

BAT/Staff/Consultant 

October 2008 Consultant complete & submit HASP and QAPP. Wait for 

USEPA approval. 

Environmental Engineer 

January 2009 Consultant complete & submit Sampling Plans. Wait for 

USEPA approval. 

Environmental Engineer 

Spring 2009 Perform Phase II Site Investigations Environmental Engineer 

Spring 2009 BAT Meeting – Update on assessment results 

and next steps 

BAT Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Brownfields Public Workshop 

June 5, 2008  4:00PM – 5:30PM  Blue Island Library 

 

List of Attendees: 

 

NAME   AFFILIATION 

Jason Berry  BAT/Blue Island Historic Preservation Committee 

David Chandler CNT 

Jamie Lamm  Blue Island Plan Commission 

Mary Poulsen  City of Blue Island Marketing Director 

Perry Recker  BAT/Development Commission 

Mark Ruthenberg Alderman, 4
th

 Ward 

Willie Scott  BAT/Zoning Board of Apeals 

Marti Stanley  BAT/Blue Island Resident 

Steve Warrick  BAT/ACI Enterprises 

 

Bryant Williams EarthTech 

David Reynolds EarthTech 

 

Christine Slattery Delta Redevelopment Institute 

Jennifer Wang  Delta Redevelopment Institute 

 

Nicholas Crite  City of Blue Island Planning Department 

Aileen McEldowney City of Blue Island Planning Department 

Jodi Prout  City of Blue Island Planning Department 


