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Introduction 
The City of Blue Island has prepared this fact sheet 

to provide information about the investigation and 

proposed cleanup of soil contamination at 12200 

S. Marshfield located in the Northeast Mixed-Use 

Commercial Park (the former landfill at 119
th

/

Vincennes Ave) in Blue Island, IL. This fact sheet 

summarizes information contained in the project 

documents and is intended to facilitate community 

awareness. 

Area 1 Description and Background 
The Marshfield Ave PCB Cleanup area lies 

completely within the smallest parcel of the NE 

Park, which consists of about 2.9 acres. This parcel 

that lies along Marshfield Avenue is the 

easternmost portion of the East Parcel of NE Park. 

The approximate address of this parcel and the 

area is 12200 S. Marshfield Avenue. The 

easternmost parcel that contains the Site is vacant 

and has no structures or current use. The Site lies 

within the larger property known as the Blue 

Island NE Mixed-Use Commercial Park, an 87-acre 

former landfill that was closed in 1966. The NE 

Park was accepted as a donation by the City in 

1995.  

The NE Park became a redevelopment priority of 

the City when it adopted the Blue Island Plan for 

Economic Development in 2005.  The Plan 

recognized the strong development potential of 

the NE Park based on its transportation and 

market assets. 

The Site was enrolled in the Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency (IEPA) Site Remediation 

Program (SRP) in August 2006 to secure a 

“comprehensive” No Further Remediation (NFR) 

letter.  

Property History 
The NE Park was 

used from at 

least 1897 to 

1952 for clay 

brick making, and 

clay-earth was 

excavated from 

the site in places 

to a depth of 46 

feet or more.  In 

1952, the NE Park 

was sold to John 

S e x t o n 

Contractors which 

operated a landfill/burn pit at the site from until 

1966.  This open dump accepted household 

rubbish, including materials that contained 

hazardous wastes. The landfill ceased waste 

disposal operations in 1966. 

The property was historically an unpermitted 

landfill because its use and eventual cessation of 

operations pre-dated the Illinois solid waste 

regulations.  The NE Park area remained vacant 

and unused between 1966 and 1995.  The former 

owners reported that they topped the entire 

landfill area with at least 6 feet of clay cover 

material during this time.   

Site Investigation 
Through a competitive Request for Qualifications/

Proposals process, the City selected V3 Companies, 

a qualified environmental engineering and 

consulting firm, to perform a broad scope of 

environmental services leading to the full 

characterization and initial correction of 

environmental impacts at the NE Park, under the 

direction of the SRP and, as appropriate, the 

USEPA.   

Since 2006, the City, through the services of its 

consultant V3, has conducted a Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessment (ESA), performed 4 

Phase II ESAs, and overseen a geotechnical 
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investigation across the entire NE Park. In August 

2009, V3 conducted a PCBs Delineation at the 

Remediation Site, in preparation for the PCBs 

cleanup work that is the subject of this fact sheet.  

Overview- Upcoming Cleanup Activities 
As part of the continuing efforts to advance 

redevelopment opportunities at the NE Site, the 

City of Blue Island is planning to conduct soil 

remediation activities at the easternmost portion 

of the East Parcel of the NE Site, near 122
nd

 Street 

and Marshfield Avenue (Figure 1). 

Pending USEPA and public approval, PCB 

remediation is tentatively scheduled to occur in 

September 2010. Beginning in September 2010, 

construction equipment will be moved onto the 

site.  Security fencing will be erected around the 

remediation site. During the remediation process, 

V3 Companies will be present to oversee and 

document the work in accordance with the 

U.S.EPA regulatory guidelines. 

The objective of the remediation work is to 

remove a relatively small volume of shallow soil 

impacted by Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs), in 

order to clear the way for future redevelopment of 

this parcel of land.   
 

What are PCBs? 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls are a class of organic 

compounds that were widely used for many 

applications, especially as dielectric fluids in 

transformers, capacitors and coolants.  Due to 

their toxicity, PCB production was banned by the 

United States Congress in 1979. 
 

Where are the PCBs located? 

PCBs Remedial Delineation was conducted in 

August 2009 to characterize the degree and 

extent of the soil contamination. The PCBs are 

confined to a very small area along Marshfield 

Avenue at the easternmost portion of the East 

Parcel of the landfill (Figure 1), and is between 4 

to 16 feet deep.  

How will the PCBs be removed? 

An Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives 

(ABCA) has been prepared by V3 Companies to 

identify and evaluate cleanup alternatives to 

mitigate potential risks to human health and 

environment.  

Alternatives associated with the PCB-contaminated 

soil are: 

1. No Action -Because of the Federal requirement 

that PCB levels of this magnitude must be 

removed, the no-action alternative was 

eliminated from further consideration. 

2. Source Removal– This includes the excavation, 

loading, transportation and disposal of PCB-

contaminated soils.  This method is deemed 

appropriate to mitigate impacts of the NE Park 

PCBs Cleanup- Area 1. 

3. Capping– PCBs at this area are shallow and If 

not removed, could be disturbed during future 

site grading and construction activities.  Also, 

due of the Federal requirement that PCB levels 

of this magnitude must be removed, the 

remedial capping method was eliminated from 

further consideration. 

4. In-Situ Soil Remediation Methods– In-situ 

remediation methods are generally ineffective 

at treating or destroying PCBs in soil, due to the 

chemical and physical properties of PCBs. 

Therefore, in-situ soil remediation methods 

were eliminated from further consideration. 
 

Proposed Remedial Action 

On the basis of effectiveness and technical 

feasibility, V3 recommends ‘Source Removal’ as 

the most appropriate method to remediate PCB-

contaminated soils at this location. 

Under V3’s direction, the remediation contractor 

will excavate, transport and appropriately dispose 

of PCB-impacted soils to disposal facilities that are 

licensed to accept PCBs-contaminated materials.  

  

For more information, please contact: 

 Nidhi Goyal 

 City of Blue Island 

 Brownfield Coordinator 

 ngoyal@cityofblueisland.org 

 www.biplanning.wordpress.com 

  

 Craig McCammack 

 V3 Companies 

 Sr. Project Manager 

 (312) 924-3554 


