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I. OVERVIEW 

Since 2009, the City of Blue Island (the City) has been awarded several Cleanup and RLF Loan and 
Grant funds through USEPA’s Brownfields Program. The City is currently using these funds, 
mentioned below, for environmental cleanup of several parcels located within an 87-acre former 
landfill site referred to as NE Mixed-Use Commercial Park (NE Park).  

 2009 USEPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant   (BF00E-91501-0)  

 2011 USEPA Brownfields Cleanup Grants (3)  (BF00E-00896A-0)  

 2012 SSMMA Revolving Loan  & Sub-Grant Fund  (BF00E965250-01-4) 

The purpose of this Community Relations Plan (CRP) is to identify and explain communication 
strategies and outreach efforts that will address the concerns of the community in Blue Island, 
particularly those who are directly or potentially affected by the proposed cleanup and 
redevelopment of the subject property. This CRP will outline how Blue Island Brownfields Initiative 
has and will continue to include the residents, officials, businesses and local organizations in the 
decision-making process regarding cleanup and redevelopment at the NE Park site. In accordance 
with the above listed U.S.EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grants, RLF Loans and Sub-Grants and as the 
primary responsible party under the executed cooperative agreements, the City of Blue Island 
Community Development Department will implement these CRP activities during the cleanup of 
the NE Park. 

Active residents and organizations in the community are essential resources for the success of the 
CRP as they hold positions of responsibility and show commitment in improving their community. 
The City realizes this dedication and will make sure these residents and organizations are key 
points of contact. The success of the environmental remediation and redevelopment of the 
Northeast Mixed-Use Commercial Park is based on community involvement, who will be informed 
on every step in the process. 



City of Blue Island 
Community Relations Plan   Updated 01/15/2014 
NE Mixed-Use Commercial Park Environmental Cleanup  Page 3 of 15 
 

II. SPOKESPERSON & ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 

The City of Blue Island Brownfields Program Director will be the spokesperson for this project: 

 Jodi Prout, Supervisor of Planning 
 City of Blue Island 
 13051 Greenwood Avenue 
 Blue Island, Illinois 60406 
 jprout@cityofblueisland.org or (708) 396-7138 

In 2010, an NE Park Information Repository was established, which holds the Administrative 
Record related to the site redevelopment and clean up, including environmental site 
investigations, technical studies and reports, scope of work plans, schedules and budget estimates, 
and other cleanup related information. The existing repositories will be updated periodically with 
the following documents specific to the clean up as they are generated.  

 Grant Application Proposal 

 Approved Cooperative Agreement Workplan      

 Approved Community Relations Plan        

 Anticipated Schedule for the Cleanup Project 

 Budget Estimate for Cleanup Activities / Remediation 

 Updated Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP)  

 Updated Health & Safety Plan (HASP)  

 Cleanup Project Area Fact Sheet 

 Remedial Delineation Work Plan   

 Remedial Action Plan/ Remediation Objectives Report (RAP /ROR) 

 Draft Analysis of Brownfield Clean-Up Alternatives (ABCA)   

 Final Design and Technical Specifications 
 Remedial Action Completion Report (RACR)  
 Outreach regarding Pubic Notice & Comment Period    

 Public Communication Documents   

 Quarterly Project Progress/Status Reports    

The Information Repository is located at:  

Blue Island City Hall 

Brownfields Initiative 
Planning Department 
13051 Greenwood Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Blue Island, Illinois 60406 
Phone: (708) 396-7036 
 

Hours: Monday – Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
http://www.blueisland.org/ 

Blue Island Public Library 

2433 York Street 
Blue Island, Illinois 60406 
Phone: (708) 388-1078 
 

 
Hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM 
Friday – Saturday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
http://www.blueislandlibrary.org/ 

Project related information can also be found on A Sustainable Blue Island website at 
http://biplanning.wordpress.com/. 

http://www.blueisland.org/
http://www.blueislandlibrary.org/
http://biplanning.wordpress.com/
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III. SITE INFORMATION 

a) Site Location 

The NE Park is an 87-acre former landfill site situated at the northeastern corner of Blue Island 
(Figure 1: NE Park Site Reference Map on Pg. 6).   

Along 119th Street to the north of the NE Park site, also the boundary between Blue Island and 
Chicago is a strip of privately owned properties. A gravel road (Division Street) connects the 
limited uses of the West Parcels to 119th Street.  The site contains no other active roads, although 
a number of abandoned roads and abandoned railroad spurs traverse the property. The 
topography of the site is largely flat, although some berms have been formed along rail road lines. 
Except for the limited use areas, the NE Park is mostly vegetated properties.  

To the east, the site is bounded by Marshfield Avenue, the border between Blue Island and 
Calumet Park. Exit and entry ramps to the I-57 Expressway exist at the intersection of 119th Street 
and Marshfield Avenue. To the south is privately owned industrial land, including a small 
intermodal freight terminal. To the west is Rock Island District ‘suburban’ commuter railroad (local 
via Beverly) operated by Metra. Metra also operates the Rock Island (RI) District ‘main express 
line’, which is also used for freight service on a second line that divides the NE Park site into 2 
sections – the East Parcels and the West Parcels. 

b) Site History 

A brick making facility from 1897-1952, John Sexton Contractor Company acquired the NE Park in 
1952 and used it as a landfill until 1966.  After landfilling operations ceased, the property became 
overgrown with vegetation and sat mostly vacant and underutilized until the City acquired the 
property in 1995. Several industrial businesses have operated or stored materials on parcels within 
the site since it was acquired by the City; however the majority of it has remained vacant.  

The NE Park site has been divided into 10 redevelopment parcels to prioritize remediation and 
redevelopment. The (6) priority areas of concern specific to the above listed grant projects are: 

 Parcel Address Associated Grant Funds Notes 

PARCEL A 2010 122nd St #8001 
 2011 Cleanup Grant 

 2012 RLF (Loan only) 
Part of former Soccer Fields Site 

PARCEL B 11950 Division  2011 Cleanup Grant Currently occupied by Kloos 

PARCEL C 12255 Division  2012 RLF (Loan & Sub-Grant) 
Currently occupied by Vulcan 
Materials 

PARCEL D 12245 Division 
 2009 Cleanup Grant 

 2012 RLF (Loan only) 

Currently occupied by Vulcan 
Materials 

PARCEL E 12200 Division  2012 RLF (Loan & Sub-Grant) Part of former Soccer Fields Site 

PARCEL H 2010 122nd St #8002  2011 Cleanup Grant 
Currently occupied by Prairie 
Materials 

c) Nature of Threat to Public Health and Environment 

Environmental Concerns at the site include the presence of both soil and leachate VOCs, SVOCs, 
pesticides, PCBs, and heavy metals - some at concentrations above TACO Tier 1 soil remediation 
objectives. There is the potential for impacts to groundwater from the leachate both within the 
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landfill and migrating from it. The presence of methane gas is also a recognized environmental 
condition. Human exposure on- and off-site is not a concern above surface.  

The landfill, which operated from 1952-1966, was not licensed or monitored by a regulatory 
agency as there were no formal programs in place at this time. Since it was a non-permitted 
landfill and was closed prior to the adoption of the Illinois Protection Act, the site has no 
regulatory history and there were no plans available documenting its construction.  

Soil borings from 1989 indicate varying conditions relative to the cap material. Cover materials 
vary from clay cap to a mixture of earth, brickbats, and rubble, and the depth varies from 0 feet to 
at least 46 feet; however, there is no documentation available to confirm the cap thickness. 

The site contains cap soils in certain areas which have served as barrier between the fill materials 
and users of the site. It is important to note that the environmental concerns described in this 
section refer to subsurface conditions of the site. 

An 1897 Sanborn Map indicates the Central Parcel and West Parcel were occupied by Purington-
Kimbell Brick Company’s “Old Yard” clay pit and that, the fuel source at the “Old Yard” was crude 
oil. An iron oil tank (identified as not used), oil pump, and crude oil underground tanks are 
depicted south of the structures and in the central portion of the Central Parcel.  Ground water 
both on- site and off-site is significantly impacted. Dense non-aqueous phase liquids (DNAPLs) are 
a concern as a result of the natural break down products of PCE.  

Existing and perceived environmental conditions associated with this former landfill have 
significantly deterred its redevelopment into productive use.  For close to 30 years, the majority 
of the land was left vacant or underutilized, bringing in minimal property tax revenue. As recent as 
a few years ago, limited availability of data on the subsurface conditions of the site made 
redevelopment far too risky, despite the renewed interest of developers who have been attracted 
back to inner ring community. Blighted and abandoned properties have also contributed to a high 
rate of property crimes. In 2009, Blue Island recorded 3,688.7 property crimes/100,000 people, 
well over national average. (FBI Crime Stats) 

d) Redevelopment Plans for the Property 

As a priority site identified in the City’s adopted economic development plan, redevelopment 
efforts for the subject property began in 2006 when the City received an Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) Municipal Brownfields Redevelopment grant. Since that time, the City 
has worked closely with IEPA, USEPA and an environmental consultant team to complete Phase I & 
Phase II Assessments, supplemental investigations and a Comprehensive Site Investigation Report.  

Redevelopment plans for the entire NE Park site include a retail development on the north portion 
of the site, community green space towards the center and an eco-industrial park to the south. 
The retail development will further establish 119th/I-57 as a commercial corridor by enhancing the 
shopping center across the street in Chicago; the industrial park will capitalize on its proximity to I-
57, existing rail access, and its adjacency to a small CSX intermodal facility located just to the 
south. The green space will serve as neighborhood recreational space and also the master 
stormwater management system for the district (Figure 2: Master Site Plan with Green 
Infrastructure on Pg. 7).   
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 PARCELS A & E: We continue to work with a potential end-user, Christy Webber Landscaping 
(CWL) currently leases on an adjoining property at 119th St. Tentative plans include relocating 
and expanding its green landscaping operations onto a portion of Parcels A & E. An area of 
these parcels will be dedicated to green openspace and naturalized stormwater management. 

 PARCELS B: Master stormwater management area and community open space; The area of 
Parcel B north of 120th Street will be a part of the future retail development. 

 PARCELS C: Future Light Industry 

 PARCEL D: Future green openspace and stormwater management areas  

 PARCEL H: Future Light Industry 

 

Figure 1: NE Park Site Reference Map 

Redevelopment Parcel not covered by current grant funds 

 PARCEL J: Parcel J will serve as Stormwater Management Park, the largest of several areas 
designated for the master stormwater management system. Cleanup and redevelopment will 
include restoration and expansion of wetlands and the installation of public walking trail and a 
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small permeable parking lot. The redeveloped parcel will be a demonstration project and 
connect to the millennium reserve initiative.  

 

Figure 2: Master Site Plan with Green Infrastructure 

 

IV. COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

a) Community Profile 

Blue Island is a 170-year old city located in the southwest corner of Chicago in Cook County, 
Illinois. The Calumet Sag Channel geographically divides the community.  
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A thriving industrial town in the 19th century, Blue Island grew up as a transportation and industrial 
center, with a traditional main street area that met local commercial needs. The present land use 
and infrastructure of Blue Island reflects this legacy. In particular, the Northeast site acts as a 
gateway to Blue Island, making this cleanup effort all the more visible and significant to the 
community. 

Blue Island has always been an ethnically and economically diverse and dynamic community.  2010 
US Census indicate this continues to be true, specifically 47% of residents are of Hispanic descent, 
30.8% are African American and 21% are white.  

Economic Characteristics  

 Blue Island Cook County Illinois United States 

People Living Below Poverty Level 20.1% 15.3% 12.6% 13.8% 

Unemployment 14.2% 9.9% 9.4% 8.6% 

Per Capita Income $17,496  $29,335  $28,782  $27,334  

*Total Population and Race and Ethnicity statistics are from the 2010 Census.  Educational Attainment and Economic 
characteristics are from the 2006-2010 American Community Survey. * 

b) Chronology of Community Involvement 

2005  Adopted Blue Island Economic Development Plan. Planning process was led by a working 
group of community leaders and included education on sustainable redevelopment 
concepts followed by series of four public meetings and charrettes, an interactive website 
and a survey. The NE Park was identified as a priority redevelopment site in this Plan. 

2006 The City of Blue Island obtained a Municipal Brownfields Redevelopment Grant (MBRG) 
from IEPA and enrolled the subject property in the voluntary Site Remediation Program. 
Since that time, the City has worked closely with various divisions at IEPA Bureau of Land 
(Bureau of Land, Site Remediation Program, Office of Site Evaluations) to redevelop the 
former landfill site.   

2007 The City formed the Brownfields Advisory Team (BAT) as part of City’s 2007 U.S.EPA 
Brownfields Assessment Grant project. The team is composed of City staff, local and 
regional agencies, stakeholders and community residents who are active participants in the 
Blue Island Brownfields Initiative.  

2008 Blue Island Plan Update included 1 public informational meeting and 1 design charrette. 

2009 Blue Island established the Blue Island Community Health Monitoring partnership with 
Cook County Health Department and USEPA Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry (ATSDR). The objective of this program is to involve local residents and business 
owners in the development of model community health indicators reflective of local 
priorities.  

At this time, the Brownfields Advisory Team evolved into the Blue Island Community 
Health Monitoring (CHM) team, which expanded the range of interested and engaged 
stakeholders beyond the typical planning and environmental professionals to include those 
involved in public health, recreation and education. Through the CHM partnership 
stakeholders helped create  an Action Model based on the ATSDR 4‐step planning process 
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designed to assess local health issues and address ways they can be measure through 
brownfields redevelopment.  

The City designated Jodi Prout, Brownfields Program Director as the spokesperson for NE 
Mixed-Use Commercial Park Environmental Cleanup project. NE Park Project Information 
Repository was established, which holds the Administrative Record related to the site 
redevelopment and clean up. The existing repositories are updated periodically with 
documents/reports as they are generated. 

Established monthly e-newsletter with Brownfields related project updates. 

The posts in the e-newsletter feed from project blurbs on Blue Island Brownfields Initiative 
website (www.biplanning.wordpress.com) where public have access to progress and up-to-
date information on the NE Park cleanup project. 

2010 Reestablished Urban Forestry Board. This effort was spearheaded by a member of the 
Brownfields Advisory Team who was prompted by issues raised during the community 
meetings held for the CHM partnership.  

Held 30-day public notice, an informational meeting and updated IR for Parcel G PCBs 
Cleanup within NE Park site. 

Installed an informative Project Sign as part of community awareness and outreach for 
Parcel G PCBs Cleanup. 

 Participated in the District 130 Student Health Fair; Blood Lead Level testing. 

 Held the Healthy Homes, Healthy You event at Salvation Army. 

 Collaborated with OAI to host 2 contractor lead training sessions in Blue Island.  

2011 Received Model Communities Grant from Cook County Department of Public Health 
(CCDPH) and the Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago (PHIMC) to reduce obesity 
through Policy, Systems & Environmental changes to increase access to healthy food 
choices and create safe places to be physically active. The proposal for this project, 
including the required community health coalition, was based upon of the work completed 
by the Community Healthy Monitoring (CHM) partnership.  

Adopted Complete Streets ordinance and broke ground on new community garden.   

 Began Comprehensive Planning process with CMAP, held 2 public meetings and a 
community visioning charrette. 

Adopted Blue Island Active Transportation Plan, through Model Communities work and 
with involvement from members of the CHM partnership. 

Posted printed copy of the monthly e-newsletter on the community bulletin board at the 
Blue Island Public Library to include community members who do not have access to 
computers.  

Community Relations Plan (CRP) prepared to inform, educate, and explain communication 
strategies that will address the needs and concerns of local residents, particularly the 
target residents directly or potentially affected by the proposed cleanup of the subject site. 
To ensure community participation throughout the implementation of the grants, the 

http://www.biplanning.wordpress.com/
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project team will utilize the local stakeholders, staff and volunteers established through 
BAT, CHM and CHC partnerships. Public meetings will be held to gather stakeholder input 
on the work done by the team.  

 Partnership with Neighborhood Watch Group #37 initiated by the project team to 
communicate the progress of the project to the target community. The Brownfields 
Initiative continued to expand its e-distribution list, targeting residents in the 
Neighborhood Watch Group #37 neighborhood and the 7th Ward. (Those still not on the 
list, but wishing to be please email brownfields@cityofblueisland.org) 

Broke ground on California Gardens Community Garden. 

Joined Cook County Urban Ag Network; Spearheaded and hosted the 1st annual Cook 
County Harvest Festival at the Tommy A. Brown Sports Association in Blue Island.  

2012 Adopted Blue Island Comprehensive Plan, which incorporated previous planning work 
since 2005 Blue Island Plan for Economic Development. Key components included 
redevelopment of brownfields, access to fresh food and an overall focus on community 
health.  

Blue Island, Blue Water. To help manage stormwater and reduce flooding in the 7th Ward, 
the City of Blue Island began a multi-phase project to implement neighborhood-scale 
stormwater management in both public and private sites throughout the neighborhood 
bordered by 119th to the north, Western to the west, 123rd Place to the south, and the 
Metra tracks to the east. This effort was be the first step in alleviating local flooding and 
basement back issues in this neighborhood. During Phase I, fall 2012, the city partnered 
with the nonprofit Metropolitan Planning Council and several other partners to install 
approximately 125 rain barrels and several native plant gardens at key public sites. 

Blue Island Community Health Coalition. Blue Island Brownfields Advisory Team and 
Community Health Monitoring Initiative official merged into Blue Island Community Health 
Coalition (BICHC). 

Healthy Communities Corps. Healthy Communities Corps member outreach served Blue 
Island by promoting community health coalition and food access at community events.  

2013 Blue Island, Blue Water Phase II. Educational Workshops led by the University of Illinois 
Master Gardeners from January-May, 2013.  

 Healthy Communities Corps. Healthy Communities member served Blue Island through 
capacity building at California Gardens Community Garden, coalition member and 
engagement at community garden, managing food pantry gardens and donations to food 
pantry at Saint Benedicts. 

 California Gardens Community Garden featured on 2 WDDE programs, partnered with 
Bungalow Chef and local restaurants and sold locally grown produce at the District 130 
Farmers Market. 

7th Ward Aldermen. Brownfields staff started to include Ward 7 aldermen in monthly 
project status updates.  

mailto:brownfields@cityofblueisland.org
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Backyard Sustainability Course was offered at UIC’s Urban Planning School exclusively on 
Blue Island. Through this partnership, the UIC students reviewed Blue Island’s ordinances 
on using sustainability practices as solutions to address local concerns like stormwater 
management, basement flooding, recycling, food access and more.  24 community 
members attended the 10/23/13 community meeting held at Evangelical Church in the 
target neighborhood west of NE Park site. UIC students drafted recommended ordinances 
and policy to allow a variety of green practices on residential property. 

Chamber BASH. Brownfields team hosted a community table at the Chamber BASH to 
show work related to NE Park Site, community gardens and the Community Health 
Coalition.   

ATSDR filmed professional quality video on Blue Island’s Community Health Coalition, 
Community Health Monitoring efforts and related projects. Video to be released in 2014. 

MWRD grant for green infrastructure to reduce flooding in 7th Ward awarded to the City of 
Blue Island. 

Illinois Green Infrastructure Grant applied for green stormwater management area on 
Parcel J of site in December 2013. 

V. PARTNERSHIPS  

a) Relevant Federal & State Governmental Agencies 

South Suburban Mayors & Managers Association (SSMMA) is an intergovernmental agency 
providing technical assistance and joint services to 42 municipalities representing a population over 
650,000 in Cook and Will Counties.  SSMMA is a long standing member of City of Blue Island 
Brownfields Advisory Team and has provided support through its Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund. 
Blue Island is also a member of the brand new GIS consortium spearheaded by SSMMA-which will 
allow efficiencies and cost savings through regional collaboration on data sharing and mapping. 
Brownfields are a key priority of the consortium. 

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is the official regional planning organization for 
the northeastern Illinois counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, and Will. Through 
its GOTO2040 Livable Communities Local Technical Assistance program, CMAP has partnered with 
Blue Island to provide to draft a Comprehensive Plan that will guide future growth and focus on 
implementation. CMAP also assisted Blue Island with traffic counts related to redevelopment of the 
proposed project site. 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) has partnered with Blue Island on its green 
infrastructure vision. Blue Island will be one of the instrumental communities working with IDNR on 
the Chicago Green Infrastructure planning and mapping process for the Millennium Reserve area, 
helping them to identify “opportunity areas” that span multiple jurisdictions. IDNR has partnered 
with Blue Island to support green infrastructure effort on the site that will improve stormwater 
management and water quality within the community and the regional watersheds and create 
habitat restoration for migrating birds.  

b) Key community-based organizations  
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Collaboration with Opportunity Advancement Innovation, Inc. (OAI) & Moraine Valley Community 
College (MVCC). In the City’s efforts to connect the local community with job training, job readiness 
and placement opportunities in brownfields remediation, Blue Island brownfields team has 
connected with OAI’s Chicago Southland Office, a workforce development organization that offers 
brownfields remediation training programs and with Workforce Development and Community 
Services Department at MVCC to bring their resources to the Blue Island Brownfields Workforce 
Hiring & Training Initiative.  

Blue Island Area Chamber is a member-based business organization that coordinates marketing and 
networking efforts to effectively promote businesses in Blue Island.  The Chamber commits to 
extend this partnership through promoting and communicating progress of the proposed project to 
its members and continuing to serve as a member of the Brownfields Advisory Team. 

Blue Island Kiwanis provides a strong commitment to local needs and encourages projects that 
address those needs. Members involved are from a variety of backgrounds and have an active 
desire and driving ability to serve their community. Kiwanis set up a partnership with the City of 
Blue Island for the NE Mixed-Use Commercial Park Brownfields Cleanup to communicate progress 
to group and community members at local Kiwanis events. 

Neighborhood Watch Group #37 is a community organization comprised of residents living near 
the proposed project site. The group cleans up trash, taking care of the entryway berm, and 
maintaining a drug free atmosphere, to improve their neighborhood. The group has partnered 
with the Brownfields team and extended support through promoting and communicating progress 
of the proposed project in the neighborhood. 

VI. KEY COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

Health and Environment  
Residents and community leaders have voiced concerns over the environmental conditions at the 
NE Park site, within the redevelopment of the 7th Ward neighborhood and throughout the 
community. At the remediation site, the community is concerned about the presence of 
environmental contamination and preventing exposure during remediation. To ensure the safety 
of the nearby neighbors, the City’s environmental consultant will perform the environmental 
monitoring activities described in the work plan.  In addition, the City has partnered with the 
associated Neighborhood Watch Group #37 who is committed to relaying information on the 
Cleanup activities; promoting progress on the project and gathering community input. Safety and 
crime at adjacent mothballed properties has also been a concern. In response, the City has 
installed fencing to prevent access and is seeking money to demolish and cleanup abandoned, 
buildings. 

Within the larger 7th Ward, the community experiences neighborhood and basement flooding as 
the result of stormwater management issues. In response to this issue, redevelopment plans for 
the NE Park site include public green open space that will also function as the site’s naturalized 
stormwater management system. Related projects not funded with this grant, include Blue Water, 
installation of green infrastructure and stormwater management within the 7th Ward, MWRD-
funded green infrastructure and more. The City’s Urban Forestry Board is also working on tree 
maintenance and installation of additional green landscaping in Blue Island. 
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Community Health 
Blue Islanders also have high rates of chronic illness. The diabetes rate in Blue Island is close to 
10%, above the Illinois rate of 8.4%. Adult obesity measures over 24% in adults. Preschool obesity 
rate of Blue Island children likely mirror that of Cook County (16%). Using 2010 Census data, it is 
estimated that the number of vulnerable people in Blue Island are as follow: Women of child-
bearing age 6,147 (25.9%), children 7,069 (29.8%); the elderly (8.5%).(Figures from CCPHD). In 
response to this issue, redevelopment plans for the NE Park site include public green open space 
with the cleanup site.   

Throughout the City, the Blue Island Community Health Coalition engages stakeholders on various 
related projects to make policy, systems and environmental changes related to food access, active 
living and chronic disease management.  

Jobs 
Blue Island has lost approximately one-sixth of its private sector jobs since 2000. According to the 
Illinois Department of Employment Security, the number of jobs in Blue Island decreased from 
9,521 to 7,889 during the last decade, a loss of 17%. A majority of the job losses have occurred 
within the industrial sector with businesses moving or in some cases shutting down operations. 

Redevelopment plans for the site include developing a sustainable industrial park that would 
utilize existing infrastructure and rail lines. The NE Park environmental cleanup and 
redevelopment project provides the community a great opportunity to create a number of 
temporary jobs for cleanup and construction, along with permanent jobs after end-use 
development.  

VII. CONTINUED COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

The City of Blue Island will continue efforts to notify the community and keep them involved as the 
cleanup grant projects progress. Any significant changes to the remediation plans and 
redevelopment will be discussed in the City Council meetings, which are open to the public.   

Throughout the cleanup process, community residents and other stakeholders will be kept 
educated and informed by means of: 

 Expansion of our e-distribution list to include those in the Neighborhood Watch Group 
#37 and discuss with them about reaching out to the public in that neighborhood. 

 Strengthening outreach efforts and gathering feedback from the community for more 
direct and timely communication. Brownfields staff will involve Community Health 
Coalition stakeholders in the cleanup planning and decision-making as described in the 
proposal and approved workplan. 
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Activities  Method Timing 

Public 
Communication 
about  on-going 
site activities 

**Brownfields website to be merged into 
Community Health Coalition website** 

NE District project on City’s Brownfields 
Website; Add information about grants and 
associated cleanup projects. 

Community Health Coalition website to 
launch by Spring 2014; Content to be 
created and posted by April 2014 

Periodic updates on Brownfields Website 
(http://biplanning.wordpress.com) 

Bi-weekly to keep the community up-to-
date and additional as updates are 
available  

E-newsletter  

 

E-blast through e-newsletter distribution list  

 

One (1) e-newsletter every moth 
throughout the project period 

E-blast as needed to keep the 
community informed about field 
activities throughout the project period  

Risk Communication efforts in both English & 
Spanish 

 

Spring 2014; Identify methods of Risk 
Communication; Design Risk 
Communication Items; Distribution; 
Community Follow up 

Informational Kiosk at the Blue Island Public 
Library 

Set up Kiosk in February 2014; Periodic 
updates after initial setup 

Designated Spokesperson to ensure accurate & 
consistent responses and information 
dissemination 

Beginning Winter 2014 before 
remediation activities are initiated; 
Periodic review of material before final 
posts for all media 

Maintain contact 
with target 
community/ 
Educate about 
Cleanup Activities 

 Cleanup Area Fact Sheet   

 Community walking tour, site conditions 
permitting 

 On-site cleanup information sign 

 Community information meetings, as 
requested 

 Before February 2014  

 June 2014, tentative (weather 
permitting)  

 By March 2014  

 As needed throughout the project 
period 

Public Notice of 
Availability of 
ABCA and 30-Day 
Comment Period 

 Post notice on City of Blue Island & 
Brownfields Initiatives Websites 
(http://biplanning.wordpress.com) 

 Announcement on WDDE 

 E-Blast through e-newsletter contact list 

 Public Announcement in Blue Island Forum 

 Blue Island Public Library 

For Parcel D TPH-Cleanup Public Notice: 
January 15, 2014; 30-day Comment 
Period: Jan 29-Feb 28, 2014 

  

http://biplanning.wordpress.com/
http://biplanning.wordpress.com/
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Public 
Informational 
Meetings  

 Post on A Sustainable Blue Island Website 
(http://biplanning.wordpress.com) 

 E-Blast through e-distribution list  

 Local newspaper publication 

 Posting at Blue Island Public  Library 

2-3 meetings through the course of the 
cleanup project 

Status updates of 
completed 
deliverables 

 Post on A Sustainable Blue Island Website 
(http://biplanning.wordpress.com) 

 Administrative Records Updates at City Hall 
and Blue Island Public Library 

Periodic updates, as available 

Monthly Project 
updates 

 Monthly blog posts & E-newsletter  

 Hard copy of newsletter at community 
bulletin board at BIPL and/or a church in the 
target neighborhood 

E-newsletter published the 2nd 
Wednesday of every month through the 
project period 

Maintain AR/IR 
for public access 

Update Administrative Records at both 
Information Repositories 

Update before work begins and as 
documents are generated 

Community 
Health Coalition 

 Monthly Coalition Meetings 

 Monthly Committee Meeting 

1st Wednesday of each month at 
MetroSouth Hospital; The Community 
Health Coalition functions as the 
stakeholder group for this project.  
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