
Parcel G PCBs Cleanup Area #1 
NE Mixed-Use Commercial District Environmental Cleanup       Page 1 of 3 

Summary of Responses and Comments received  
30-Day Public Comment Period: Aug 12 - Sept 11, 2010 

 
Parcel G PCBs Cleanup Area #1 

NE Mixed-Use Commercial District Environmental Cleanup 
119th St. & Vincennes Ave, Blue Island IL 

 
 
What is being done at the Marshfield Avenue PCBs Cleanup Area? 

As part of the continuing efforts to advance redevelopment opportunities at the Northeast 
Mixed-Use Commercial Park (“NE Park”), the City of Blue Island is planning to conduct soil 
remediation activities at the easternmost portion of the NE Park, near 122nd Street and 
Marshfield Avenue.  

In August 2009, Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) Remedial Delineation was conducted to 
characterize the degree and extent of the soil contamination at the easternmost portion of the 
NE Park, near 122nd Street and Marshfield Avenue. Hazardous and non-hazardous levels of PCBs 
are confined to a very small area along Marshfield Avenue and are from 4 to 16 feet deep. 
Groundwater has not been affected by PCBs in these materials.  
The objective of the remediation work is to remove a relatively small volume of shallow soil 
impacted with PCBs, so any barriers to potential future redevelopment of this parcel can be 
cleared.  The work will be performed by the City’s environmental consultant (V3 Companies), 
and will be funded by a Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund from South Suburban Mayors & 
Managers (SSMMA). 

Clean-up activities are proposed to be conducted under a self-implementing cleanup and 
disposal plan. A self implementing cleanup requires application and approval by EPA, but 
follows standard step-by-step guidelines established in regulation for cleanup and disposal. EPA 
designed the self-implementing procedure for a moderately-sized remediation area, where 
there should be low residual environmental impact from remedial activities. Self-implementing 
PCBs cleanup may be conducted as long as that the very prescriptive EPA rules and 
requirements governing all facets of the cleanup are followed.  

How did the PCBs get there? Where did they come from?  

In 1952, after the Illinois Brick Company ceased brick making operations, John Sexton 
Contractors purchased the 87-acre site now called the Northeast Mixed Use Commercial Park 
and opened a landfill/burn pit. This landfill accepted household rubbish, and other materials 
including hazardous wastes until it closed in 1966. Historically, all operations at this site pre-
dated the Illinois solid waste regulations, so were unregulated and unpermitted by the EPA.  

 Are there other PCBs present in the former landfill?  

There are 2 other PCBs “hot spots” located within the NE Park: one near the one we are about 
to clean up, the other is located in Parcel D. Unlike the Marshfield Avenue PCBs Area, these hot 
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spots are deeper in the former landfill and can't be cleaned up using the same type of self-
implementing method (e.g., we can’t dig the deeper PCBs up and haul them away). The other 
PCB areas must be addressed in such a way that they do not pose a threat to the public and 
surrounding environment according to USEPA guidelines. PCBs at Parcel D will be addressed 
next and there are cleanup funds available to do this.  

Are there other harmful chemicals in the former landfill?  

Based on the history of the former landfill, there is a possibility that other hazardous chemicals 
are present in this site. Typical waste materials found beneath of surface of the site include 
household trash, construction debris and minor amount of automotive and industrial wastes.  

 Why was this PCBs area prioritized for cleanup over other remediation at this site? How is 
this project funded?  

The Marshfield Avenue PCBs Area was prioritized for cleanup based on the timing of available 
funds and relatively straightforward nature of the remediation required at this location.  

The low-levels of PCBs and shallow depth of the contaminated materials at the Marshfield 
Avenue PCBs area allow the City’s environmental engineers to perform a self implementing 
cleanup.  A self implementing cleanup requires application and approval by EPA, but follows 
standard step-by-step guidelines established in regulation for cleanup and disposal. 

Self-implementing cleanup standards are intended for moderately sized sites, which do not 
involve surface or ground waters; sediments in marine and freshwater ecosystems; sewers or 
sewage treatment systems; private or public drinking water sources or distributions systems; 
grazing lands; or vegetable gardens. 

Are there any redevelopment plans for this parcel in the near future?  

Redevelopment concepts for the NE Park include an eco-industrial park on the south portion of 
the property and a retail development on the north side of the property  

 Who will do the cleanup work? 

The City’s contracted environmental engineering and consulting firm , V3 Companies, to 
perform a broad scope of environmental services leading to the full characterization and initial 
correction of environmental impacts at the NE Park, under the direction of the Illinois volunteer 
Site Remediation Program and, as appropriate, the USEPA.  

V3 will retain a local remediation contractor to perform the cleanup fieldwork, and will oversee 
the cleanup work, following strict self-implementing USEPA cleanup regulations.  

 How will the PCBs be removed? 

PCBs-contaminated soil will be excavated, loaded onto a truck and hauled to a disposal facility 
that is licensed to accept PCBs-contaminated materials. After the excavation, final verification 
samples will be collected to ensure that all of the contaminated soil has been removed. 
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Where will the PCBs be disposed? 

Soil with hazardous levels of PCBs will be hauled to and disposed at The Environmental Quality 
Company (EQ) hazardous waste landfill located in Belleville (Detroit), Michigan.  This is the only 
landfill in the Midwestern United States that is permitted to accept hazardous levels of 
PCBs.  Soils having non-hazardous levels of PCBs will be hauled to a local landfill in the Chicago 
Metro area, for disposal just like any other non-hazardous wastes that are disposed in landfills 
every day.  

Why can’t the non-hazardous PCBs be left in place?  

Although some of the PCBs are considered non-hazardous by Federal guidelines, and could 
possibly be left in place, these levels also exceed cleanup standards established by the Illinois 
EPA.  

Could the PCBs be taken away by rail to save energy? 

Possibly, but this would actually be more complicated and costly, both in energy use and dollars 
spent.  

 How long will it take to clean up the landfill?  

The Marshfield Avenue PCBs Cleanup will take about two weeks. The remainder of the landfill 
will be cleaned up in phases over the course of several years. 

 How will the rest of the landfill be cleaned up?  

We will address contaminants in the landfill in such a way as to prevent exposure to future 
developments on the landfill, and the general public and the environment away from the 
landfill. For example, if we can show that soils and groundwater adjacent to the limits of the 
landfill are clean, and that no harmful compounds are migrating away from the landfill, then 
the regulatory agency will likely consider the landfill “cleaned up”, in a manner of speaking.  
  

 
  

 


